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| was driving into Ponoka a few
years ago to pick up a load of Bi-
son. It was early in the morning
and the radio announcers chatter
sounded way more cheerful than |
felt after driving most of the night
to get there. However, something
that he said that morning really
stuck with me. It was “If you don’t
think you have a connection to ag-
riculture, quit eating for a while.”
| have thought about that a lot and
from a lot of different angles. The
bottom line is every person on this
planet is a consumer and whenev-
er one the planets 6,000,000,000
individuals consumes something
be it wood, fuel and food or dia-
monds and gold something is ei-
ther displaced or has to die. As
our modern western civilization
has created industry we also have
become more removed and many
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seem to have genuinely lost sight
of this simple fact.

Years ago an animal rights group
paid some individuals to skin a
few baby seals alive while the
cameras rolled. | don't recall if the
seal pups they skinned were legal
to hunt nor if the people paid to
do this brutal task were genuine
sealers or if these sicko’s were just
playing the part. It didn't really
matter | guess because no matter
what they might say the primary
goal of the animal rights group
was funding and with that small
investment and lots of emotional
help from our media they made
millions. You might say an indus-
try was born.

The animal rights mantra for some
has become the religion to replace
all others. For others it has become

the root source for fortune, power
and fame. The sealing and trap-
pers may have been the erst to get
attacked but it sure as heck hasn'’t
stopped there. Hunters, anglers,
commercial eshermen, ranchers,
farmers and nearly every primary
consumer has been roughed up by
these new self styled stewards of
western societies conscience.

| have to admit they have been ef-
fective. Trapping and sealing are
often on the rocks and now days
many decisions are made in a court
room as to whether a certain state,
province or jurisdiction will allow
such activities to continue. Some-
times science and sound wildlife
management strategies win other
times technicalities or pure emo-
tionalism carries the day. For the
individual with large capital out-
lays this uncertainty can be hell
and we have seen many people
walk away from a way of life that
has supported their families and
communities for generations.

The animal rights groups are al-
ways on the hunt themselves.
Baby seals in their !uffy white
coats were a wonderful poster am-
bassador in getting people to open
their wallets. But many other so
called “Charismatic species” are
also great money makers.

One of the best of these is the Wolf.
Wolves are found in many areas
around the world and nearly every-
body has an unshakable opinion
on them, so it is a guarantee there
will always be controversy. Last
winter a website from Alaska was
offering a reward of $10,000.00
for good quality footage of an
aerial wolf hunt. No doubt sooner
or later somebody without a con-
nection to the fur industry is going
to ly out with a high deenition
camera and gut shoot a pack of
wolves on the most pristine patch
of snow in Alaska and for a mere
$10,000.00 investment an animal
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