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Presidents 
Report

Photo provided by Gordy Klassen

I was driving into Ponoka a few 
years ago to pick up a load of Bi-
son. It was early in the morning 
and the radio announcers chatter 
sounded way more cheerful than I 
felt after driving most of the night 
to get there. However, something 
that he said that morning really 
stuck with me. It was “If you don’t 
think you have a connection to ag-
riculture, quit eating for a while.” 
I have thought about that a lot and 
from a lot of different angles. The 
bottom line is every person on this 
planet is a consumer and whenev-
er one the planets 6,000,000,000 
individuals consumes something 
be it wood, fuel and food or dia-
monds and gold something is ei-
ther displaced or has to die. As 
our modern western civilization 
has created industry we also have 
become more removed and many 

seem to have genuinely lost sight 
of this simple fact.

Years ago an animal rights group 
paid some individuals to skin a 
few baby seals alive while the 
cameras rolled. I don’t recall if the 
seal pups they skinned were legal 
to hunt nor if the people paid to 
do this brutal task were genuine 
sealers or if these sicko’s were just 
playing the part. It didn’t really 
matter I guess because no matter 
what they might say the primary 
goal of the animal rights group 
was funding and with that small 
investment and lots of emotional 
help from our media they made 
millions. You might say an indus-
try was born. 

The animal rights mantra for some 
has become the religion to replace 
all others. For others it has become 

the root source for fortune, power 
and fame. The sealing and trap-
pers may have been the •rst to get 
attacked but it sure as heck hasn’t 
stopped there. Hunters, anglers, 
commercial •shermen, ranchers, 
farmers and nearly every primary 
consumer has been roughed up by 
these new self styled stewards of 
western societies conscience.

I have to admit they have been ef-
fective. Trapping and sealing are 
often on the rocks and now days 
many decisions are made in a court 
room as to whether a certain state, 
province or jurisdiction will allow 
such activities to continue. Some-
times science and sound wildlife 
management strategies win other 
times technicalities or pure emo-
tionalism carries the day. For the 
individual with large capital out-
lays this uncertainty can be hell 
and we have seen many people 
walk away from a way of life that 
has supported their families and 
communities for generations.

The animal rights groups are al-
ways on the hunt themselves. 
Baby seals in their !uffy white 
coats were a wonderful poster am-
bassador in getting people to open 
their wallets. But many other so 
called “Charismatic species” are 
also great money makers.

One of the best of these is the Wolf. 
Wolves are found in many areas 
around the world and nearly every-
body has an unshakable opinion 
on them, so it is a guarantee there 
will always be controversy.  Last 
winter a website from Alaska was 
offering a reward of $10,000.00 
for good quality footage of an 
aerial wolf hunt. No doubt sooner 
or later somebody without a con-
nection to the fur industry is going 
to !y out with a high de•nition 
camera and gut shoot a pack of 
wolves on the most pristine patch 
of snow in Alaska and for a mere 
$10,000.00 investment an animal 
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rights group will once again cash 
in on a righteous cause.

With half truths and media ma-
nipulations, barbaric acts like this 
hurt the real trappers out there 
badly. But you don’t have to go 
to Alaska for an airplane ride or 
onto an ice !oe in Newfoundland 
to have public relation problems. 
Every year in Alberta thoughtless 
actions by individuals put our ac-
tivities under unfair scrutiny. Last 
year a lady who let her two dogs 
run loose went ballistic when both 
of them were snared on nearby 
property. One of them died. In-
vestigating of•cials reported that 
there were other dead dogs nearby. 
As far as I know no charges were 
laid. The landowner may have 
been legitimately snaring coyotes 
or maybe was just tired of other 
people’s dogs running across their 
property. In any case the response 
was huge. Newspapers got in-
volved, Fish and Wildlife received 
many calls and emails, politicians 
were contacted, a website sprung 
up de•ling Alberta’s fur trappers 
and demanding an end to fur trap-
ping. Ross Hinter offered to meet 
with the lady but after an initial 
friendly phone conversation he 
was left out in the cold. I guess 
minds had already been made up 
and the decision was fur trappers 
had to go. Nobody mentioned that 
little regarded fact that no matter 
how cute they are pet owners still 
have a responsibility to keep their 
pets on their own home range. 

Each year I get contacted by 
somebody who has lost a dog or 
other pet in a trap or a snare. Some 
are simple inquiries and others are 
very angry and unwilling to see 
both sides. Nearly all of these I 
have been able to de!ect by men-
tioning that a trapper must obtain 
a license and permission to le-
gally trap on private land or have 
a license to trap on public land. I 

always give them the name and 
number of a local game warden if 
they wish to register a complaint. 
However I also remind them that 
in either case they may have some 
responsibility for the accident by 
letting their pet run loose and in 
the case of pets running loose on 
public land could possibly face 
charges. Usually this seems to end 
things and I have seldom been 
contacted over the same matter 
twice.

The media often calls me when 
a trapping incident occurs. A dog 
sticks its foot in a trap or snare, 
a cat sticks its head in a trap or 
a lady tries to diffuse a Belisle 
330 with her arm. Media can be 
tricky and from what I have ob-
served they often aren’t after the 
truth but instead they are all about 
the controversy. Unless there is 
enough controversy that will al-
low for follow ups today’s news is 
all that counts and what happened 
yesterday doesn’t matter. Even the 
professional speakers with media 
training sometimes have trouble so 
after a couple of incidents where 
what was written did not look at 
all like anything I said I learned to 
avoid talking to any media people 
if I can help it or where I can plain-
ly see no matter what I say it will 
be used against trappers and trap-
ping.. Some media people seem to 
think screwing with trappers is the 
socially acceptable thing to do and 
with the fast pace of •nding news 
and getting out in the next edition 
they don’t wait long for me to call 
them back before •ling their story. 
I have found that as long as they 
only have one side to the story 
they are more apt to just report the 
incident. In a day it usually cools 
down and goes away.

I remember one memorable inter-
view a few years ago. A person 
from out of the province, without 
a license set a killing trap suppos-

edly for a Canada Lynx.  A Black 
Lab stuck its head in the trap 
and was killed outright while the 
owner watched. It was a stupid 
and needless act by a thoughtless 
individual. Fortunately I heard 
about the incident only a few min-
utes before the local newspaper 
contacted me and it was obvious 
right away that they already had 
their slant. For them it was pret-
ty open and shut. They had a pet 
owner and her victim and all they 
needed to do was talk to a trapper 
for con•rmation of these types of 
barbaric activities.

For starters I told them that the 
trap had done exactly what it was 
supposed to do. The reporter was 
puzzled so I had to explain to him 
at length and in great detail about 
Canada’s trap research develop-
ment right here in Alberta and how 
a target species for a given type of 
trap under the International Agree-
ment for Humane Trap Standards 
had to die within 300 seconds. 
Also while the poor Black Lab 
could hardly be considered a tar-
get species it still died an impres-
sively humane death. “Thanks”, I 
happily wrapped up, “to Canada’s 
sincere commitment to having the 
highest humane traps standards 
in the world.” “But what about 
the trapper who killed the dog?” 
the reporter •nally squeaked out.  
“Actually”, I replied, “This per-
son was not a trapper he was a 
poacher and there is a huge differ-
ence. Maybe you should contact 
the Alberta Poachers Association 
for their comments.” I never both-
ered trying to get a copy of that 
edition.


